ECOSOC Decision 2005/273

Human rights and transnational corporations and other
business enterprises

At its 38th plenary meeting, on 25 July 2005, the Economic and
Social Council took note of Commission on Human Rights resolution
2005/69 of 20 April 2005,1 and approved the request of the Commission
to the Secretary-General to appoint a special representative on the issue
of human rights and transnational corporations and other business
enterprises, for an initial period of two years, to undertake the activities
set out in that resolution.

The Council also endorsed the Commission’s request to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to convene annually, in
cooperation with the Special Representative, a meeting with senior
executives from companies and experts from a particular sector, such as
the pharmaceutical, extractive or chemical industries, to consider,
within the mandate of the Special Representative, the specific human
rights issues faced by those sectors, to raise awareness and share best
practice, and to report on the outcome of the first meeting to the
Commission at its sixty-second session.

1 See E/2005/23 (Part 1), chap. I.A.



